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FIRE ANTS CONTINUE SPREADING, STINGING, SPOILING
Lexington, Ky. — The red imported fire ant arrived in Mobile, Ala., unnoticed on a shipment from South America in the 1930s.  Since then fire ants have caused quite a stir.  Having infested hundreds of millions of acres of land and caused billions of dollars in damage, fire ants have become such a massive, persistent problem that famed ecologist 
E.O. Wilson labeled them “the Vietnam of entomology”.

Several traits of the fire ants make them a significant enough problem to justify such a metaphor.  Fire ants lack the natural enemies here that they had in South America, allowing them to spread with ease across the country.  Fire ants have infested virtually the entire southern United States, spreading as far north as Delaware and as far west as California.

Once fire ants infest an area, they cause damage in a number of ways.  They displace native ant species and harm wildlife.  Their colonies damage farm equipment and cause entire sections of roads to cave in.  They infest electrical equipment, from air conditioners to traffic signal boxes.

Fire ants also sting.  Usually these result in a painful nuisance, but fire ants have been known to kill young livestock and pets, and their venom can cause an allergic reaction in humans, resulting in 10 to 20 deaths annually.


Scientists continue to research new ways to fight the problem.  Promising research on phorid flies, a natural enemy of the fire ants native to South America, has shown the flies will kill fire ants and limit population growth.  However, a natural U.S. population will take years to develop, and even as the fly populations grow, experts estimate they will only slow the spread of the ants, not eliminate them.
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Fire Ant Release/Add One


For the average homeowner, the most practical and effective method to control fire ant infestations remains insecticides such as Over ‘n Out® Fire Ant Killer from GardenTech®.  
Over ‘n Out is a particularly attractive option because of its ability to provide year-long control.
 “Homeowners don’t want to continually treat their yards for fire ants throughout the season,” says Darren Horst, vice president of marketing, GardenTech. “We are so confident 
Over ‘n Out is capable of complete, year-long control we have issued a money-back guarantee.”

Over ‘n Out is effective because its dual mode-of-action blocks the inhibitory nervous system but does not kill the carrier ant right away, leaving more time for the active ingredient, fipronil, to spread throughout the colony.  The dust- and odor-free granular uses a broadcast application, making it easy to treat the entire yard without the hazards and difficulties of trying to treat individual mounds.


While Over ‘n Out will provide year-long protection for an individual yard, the best way to create an enduring fire ant-free zone year-after-year is to develop a neighborhood program.  The larger the treated area, the more difficult it will be for fleeing ants to make a new home in the area, making it less likely the ants will return the next year.

“Fire ants are a serious problem, and if left untreated they can become overwhelming and dangerous,” says Horst.  “Over ‘n Out is a valuable tool in fighting fire ants, and we’re proud of the role it can play in controlling the problem.”

For more information on Over ‘n Out or fire ants, visit www.gardentech.com.
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