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PLANT PROPAGATION PROVIDES PERFECT PASTIME

Lexington, Ky. — “There’s more than one way to skin a cat”, so the old saying goes.  A less well-known saying holds equally true: “There’s more than one way to reproduce a plant”.
When thinking of plant reproduction, the first thing that comes to mind is seeds, which are the product of reproduction between two parent plants.  Sexual reproduction includes flower buds, flowers, fruit, and seeds.  Many ornamentals, however, do not come from seed.  Plants that are produced in a garden typically are cross-pollinated and because this process is not controlled, the resulting plants often are significantly different from their parents.
In order to increase the number of plants and produce plants that are the exact genetic replicas of their parents, gardening enthusiasts use asexual propagation and have long taken advantage of it as an efficient way of reproducing favorite plants.  Not only are the resulting plants the genetic matches of their parents, but they tend to mature more quickly and strongly than plants reproduced from seeds.
There are many nuances to exactly how to go about plant propagation depending on the species, but the basics remain the same:  Simply take a small cutting from a healthy plant, place it in an environment that will encourage growth, and let nature take its course.

But even in this case, even Mother Nature could use a little help.
Just like animals, plants use a variety of hormones to control their growth and development.  Although plants produce their own natural hormones, called auxins, that facilitate the rooting process, a single cutting on its own often lacks a sufficient amount of these hormones for the rooting to take hold and remain stable, leaving them more susceptible to problems such 
as disease.  
A rooting hormone, such as Rootone® with fungicide, is a synthetic hormone 
used to boost the plant’s own natural hormones.  Rootone has an added fungicide to guard 
the plant against diseases that are associated with the high humidity and moist conditions 
needed for propagation.  Rootone should be applied before the cutting is placed into the 
planting medium.  
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 “GardenTech is very pleased to offer Rootone in its line of products,” says Darren Horst, vice president of marketing, GardenTech.  “Rootone is a name consumers have trusted for a 
long time, and we know consumers will be thrilled with the results with their propagated plants.”
For more information on plant propagation or Rootone, please visit www.gardentech.com or www.gardening123.com.  
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